Report
Common Schemes: Adoption
Fraud:

Double Matching

Double matching occurs when a birth
mother’s baby is matched to more than one
prospective adoptive parent.

Fabricated Matching
Prospective adoptive parents are matched
to a fictitious birth mother, a birth mother who
is not pregnant, or a birth mother who is not
genuinely interested in placing her baby for
adoption.

Fee-Related Schemes

Fee-related adoption schemes include
adoption service providers requiring
prospective adoptive parents to pay
exorbitant fees upfront or on a recurring basis,
but failing to provide services promised.
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tips.fbi.gov
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fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices

ADOPTION
FRAUD

Sc

Fraudulent Adoption Service Providers May:
Misrepresent professional licenses or
education;
Make unsolicited contact to sign up birth
mothers or prospective adoptive parents;
Be difficult to reach via phone or e-mail,
despite multiple attempts;

Birth Parents May Be in an
Exploitive Situation if...
They are coerced into placing their child for
adoption by manipulation of their vulnerabilities;

Unnecessarily control communications
between adoption participants;
Quote highly negotiable and inconsistent
fees;
Encourage prospective adoptive parents
to pay expenses immediately to avoid
losing out on opportunity to adopt;

They are assigned prospective adoptive parents without the opportunity to choose; and

Demonstrate a pattern of requesting
additional unexpected fees throughout the
process; and

They are pressured to follow through with an
adoption by the threat of repaying covered
expenses.

Make guarantees about the adoption
process, such as:
•
•
•

Matching within a specified time-frame;
Birth parents’ willingness to adopt; and
How quickly and easily the adoption will
be legally finalized.

Other Adoption Red Flags
May Include...
Lack of proof of pregnancy or proof with
inadequate detail, such as missing dates;
History of failed adoptions due to unusual
circumstances;
Adoption participants pressured to sign
documents that are not fully understood; and
Adoption participants encouraged to falsify
statements and documents to finalize the
adoption.

